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By LAYLA RAYMOND
	 It’s loud—parents yelling to 
their kids, teams shouting chants, 
and some runners squeezing in 
last-minute strides. Then, the an-
nouncer’s voice pierces through the 
noise, delivering instructions and 
rules on how the race will unfold. 
	 With just three words, “On 
your marks,” the atmosphere shifts. 
The boisterous energy vanishes, re-
placed by an electrifying silence 
that grips everyone. Then the gun 
goes off. In an instant, the commo-
tion returns, and you find yourself 
running alongside them, not want-
ing to miss a second of the action.
	 On  Monday November 11, 

Cross Country Crosses the Finish Line
Milton High’s Girls Cross Coun-
try team placed seventh with 197 
points, earning a spot at the MIAA 
Meet of Champions Cross Coun-
try meet in Devens, Massachusetts. 
Although the boys’ team did not 
qualify as a group, senior Joshua 
Toth qualified individually, placing 
8th out of 155 runners with an im-
pressive time of 16:46.81 in the 5k.
	 Riding high on their perfor-
mances, the varsity runners turned 
their focus to the final meet the fol-
lowing Saturday, November 16.
	 For their final week of prepa-
ration, the girls and boys trained 
from Monday through Friday. 
	 When asked about their 
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preparation, girls’ varsity runner 
Fiona Tobin shared, “We did a lot 
of hill workouts and speed work-
outs as well as short runs around 
town to make sure we were pre-
pared without being burnt out.” 
	 Coaches Jason Cakou-
ros and George Daly led the boys’ 
team, while Milton High’s own 
teachers, Ms. Ritten, Mrs. Laugh-
ton, and T Shaw coached the girls. 
	 On race day, the runners 
packed into the bus at 8:15 am, joined 
by supportive friends and family. 
Among those in attendance was Mil-
ton High’s Athletic Director, Michael 
Bierwirth, who cheered the team on.
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By AIDAN LESCHUK
	 Nearly two years ago, tech 
startup OpenAI launched the 
now-infamous artificial intelli-
gence program known as ChatGPT. 
Since then, GPT has only grown 
in popularity and capabilities, re-
shaping the world as we know it. 
Unsurprisingly, no setting has been 
impacted more than high school.
	 Almost immediately after 
ChatGPT became accessible world-
wide, cases of cheating with the pro-
gram began surfacing. Colleges—
and soon after, high schools—began 
reporting students using the soft-
ware to complete assignments in 
mere seconds. What followed was 
chaos: teachers scrambling to curb 
AI use, which, ironically, seemed 
to make it even more widespread. 
Here at Milton High, the ripple ef-
fect led to a new “AI Policy” add-
ed to this year’s student handbook.
	 In today’s high school envi-
ronment, students can hardly go a 
day without hearing about AI. From 
stern warnings to dire promises, 
messages discouraging its use—es-
pecially for written work—seem 
to be everywhere. Yet, in a sur-
prising twist, Milton High’s most 
prominent advocate for artificial 
intelligence happens to be the di-
rector of its English department.
	 H Hardie, who heads the 
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MHS Teacher Lives Happily Ever After: Mr. Hale’s 
Marriage at King Richard’s Faire

By LEO WALDBAUM
	 If  you and your spouse 
can agree to tie the knot at a Re-
naissance faire, it is likely a good 
sign for your marriage. On Satur-
day, October 5, Robert Hale, an En-
glish teacher at MHS, did exact-
ly that, using King Richard’s Faire 
as the venue for what he described 
as “a literal Fairy Tale wedding.”
	 Hale and his wife, Haley Maz-
zarella, have been going to King Rich-
ard’s Faire for years. After they got en-
gaged, Hale and Mazzarella knew they 
wanted their wedding to “tell a story.”
	 Hale, eager to indulge his 
inner English teacher’s love for 
Shakespearean  tropes,  chose to  
have their  wedding there. This de-
cision ultimately led him to stand 
on stage, dressed as a knight in 
shining armor with a large sword. 
	 But while Hale and his wife 
were on stage, most of the crowd 
didn’t realize it was an actual wedding, 
believing it to be another one of the 
various shows across the faire. One 
man in the back was on a loud phone 
call during the ceremony. Eventually, 
I piped up to let him know it was a 
real wedding and he immediately left. 
	 The only other hiccup oc-

curred when Mazzarella  arrived  
late to the grand procession around 
the faire, which was led by King 
Richard and the Queen with  their 
royal entourage. Hale was march-
ing alone, prompting people to 
ask him, “Where is your wife?” to 
which he jokingly replied, “Honest-
ly, I’m surprised she lasted that long.” 
	 Mazzarella joined him af-
ter she grabbed her new bow, which 
seems to be a very fitting reason 
to be late at a Renaissance faire. 

	 Even though the wedding 
setting was fantastical—filled with 
the sound of bagpipes and cheers 
of “Huzzah!”—the emotions shared 
by the couple’s friends and family 
were genuine. Hale explained, “The 
people who were invited were the 
people I knew who would love it.” 
	 While their wedding might 
not be for everyone, it was exact-
ly what they wanted. And hope-
fully their fairytale wedding will 
end with a happily ever after.
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AI Day 
(continued from page 1)
English department while teaching 
English I and Introduction to Law, 
takes a different approach. While 
many educators focus on AI’s po-
tential for misuse, Hardie acknowl-
edges that “AI is a reality that’s not 
going to go away,” embracing its 
“beneficial and detrimental uses.” 
	 He especially emphasizes 
the importance of mastering AI as a 
workplace skill, noting that it’s some-
thing employers increasingly expect.
	 This unique passion and per-
spective emerged from several fac-
tors. Hardie attributes his initial fas-
cination towards AI to him simply 
having an interest in new technol-
ogies. Hardie’s daughters have also 
brought the topic to his attention. He 
claims that their “employers expect 
them to be using it on a daily basis.”
	 To make artificial intelligence 
more of an educational tool, Hardie 
has been participating in creating 
the high school’s first-ever “AI day.” 
	 On the fifth of December, 
each class period will have an arti-
ficial intelligence-related lesson. The 
goal is to increase students’ “exposure 
to aspects of AI they may not have 
thought of,” and the half-day will 
educate students and teachers alike. 
	 For example, Hardie’s English 
I class will practice using AI for sum-
mary and research purposes, and his 
law class will discuss liability in sce-
narios of AI use in the medical field. 
	 Many members of the MHS 
community may have concerns 
about the plan as a whole. While 
Hardie acknowledges that this risks 
allowing more students to cheat 
with AI, he also notes that a number 
of the classes will center around the 
ethics of artificial intelligence. He 
remains optimistic, predicting that 
“students will be receptive to hear-
ing that AI has its beneficial uses.”

Comic by THOMAS HAYDEN

Abboud’s Book “Daisy’s 
Quest: The Tale of The 
Strawberry Jam Dilemma”.
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Cross Country 
(continued from page 1)
	 Even if the runners were ner-
vous, they didn’t show it on their 
faces as they stepped off that bus 
with confidence. After setting up a 
tent and putting down their bags, 
the coaches and runners walked the 
course, examining its twists and turns.
	 Unlike other sports, cross 
country courses change with ev-
ery meet, offering unpredictable ter
rain. This particular 5k featured 
wide-open stretches of field, up 
and down steep hills, and paths 
through the woods, where clouds of 
dirt obscured the runners’ vision as 
they navigated the rugged terrain.
	 Representing Milton High was 
freshman Grace Danielson, sopho-
mores Evelyn Toth and Reese Longo, 

Game by GRIFFIN ANGUS

By MADELINE ALLEN
	 On Tuesday, November 12, the 
girls’ lacrosse team gathered in Cope-
land Fieldhouse for an early pre-sea-
son meeting. Head Coach Elizabeth 
Lane Schaeffer announced that she 
would not be returning next season.
	 Lane Schaeffer, who has 
coached the girl’s varsity lacrosse team 
at Milton High for almost a decade, 
has decided to leave the program. 
Lane Schaeffer and the team have 
faced many ups and downs during 
her tenure at Milton High School.
	 Last year, the team ad-
vanced to the  first  round  of 
the  Division    2 MIAA tourna-
ment, a goal Lane Schaeffer and the 

Lane Schaeffer Ends Era at Milton Girl’s Lacrosse

players set at their first practice. 
	 When the players asked the 
coach why she had left, she explained 
that she had been offered a JV position 
at Norwell, the town where she works. 
	 The decision didn’t come 
easily to Lane Schaeffer. When 
asked how she felt about her choice, 
she stated it was an emotional and 
hard decision. She said, “I will real-
ly miss coaching you and the oth-
er players at Milton High School.”
	 She has formed strong 
connections with every player, 
watching them grow as not only 
athletes but also as individuals. 
	 The players share this feel-
ing as well. Sophomore Georgia Tre-
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tinik stated, “Coach built the team 
into a sisterhood, a family. It’s where 
I met new friends, and it’s where 
I found my passion.” She went on 
to say that Coach Lane Schaeffer 
“cares about every single one of us.” 
	 Junior Varsity coach Jack-
ie Connors will also be part-
ing ways with the program.
	 After a rough 4-14 season, 
the Wildcats look forward to the 
coming spring, when they can hope 
to rebuild the program and im-
prove their record. While the hunt 
for the new coach begins,  Lane 
Schaeffer has left the team in the 
good hands of senior captains Lucie 
Lloyd-Farber and Sophie McFadden.

juniors Lauren Cooper and Fiona To-
bin, and seniors Megan Carew and 
Lydia Turner. Overall, the girls placed 
22nd with 538 points. Danielson 
led the team with a time of 20:30.81. 
	 Reflecting on the race, Coach 
Daly remarked, “This is the best 
competition I’ve seen all year. They 
ran strong. They ran tough. They 
weren’t all feeling good so it’s always 
impressive to see them out here.” 
	 As for Milton High’s singular 
runner for the boys’ team, Toth placed 
58 out of 186 with a time of 17:00.51. 
	 The end of the race mirrored 
the start—emotions running high as 
parents, friends, and coaches cheered 
their teams through the final meters. 
No matter how the runners fared 
mid-race, everything boiled down to 
those last few seconds. And just like 

the silence before the starting gun, the 
fierce intensity dissipated as runners 
crossed the finish line. Competitors 
comforted and congratulated one an-
other. Some left with injuries, others 
with upset stomachs, and a lucky few 
headed for the merchandise stand.
	 Milton High’s Cross Coun-
try runners left Devens content with 
their efforts. After a well-earned two-
week break, most of these athletes 
will transition to their winter sports 
starting December 2nd. With new 
leadership from Lauren Cooper, Re-
becca Domineau, and Fiona Tobin for 
the girls’ team and Gideon Toth for 
the boys, Milton’s runners are already 
setting their sights on next year, hop-
ing for even faster times and stron-
ger finishes in the seasons to come.

The Elephant in the Room is always 
looking for feedback! If you have 
suggestions, feel strongly about an 
article, or think there’s anything 
The Elephant in the Room should 
address, feel free to submit a letter to 
our editors. Email your letter to
mhs.eitr@gmail.com

Sincerely,
The Elephant in the Room staff

Thanks for reading and 
see you next issue!


